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1915 Excerpt: ...to the kidney in a number
of different diseases it increases not only
the water but also the solids of the urine,
pathologic or normal, and eventually leads
to a healthy activity and seems to be
indicated in chronic Blights disease, where
it seems likely to afford a means of more
permanent relief than the operation of
decapsulation. It is especially indicated in
cases of high arterial tension when the
primary cause lies in the kidneys. It is of
the same doubtful value in bacterial
diseases of the kidney as of the lung.
Diathermy has an excellent effect in colitis,
intestinal adhesions, and chronic
appendicitis, but will aggravate the latter
disease if suppuration is present. This may
be excluded by a count of the white
bloodcells. Biliary and renal colic are
benefited, except, of course, cases
requiring operation. Achylia gastrica is
benefited, but the opposite condition of
hyperacidity is rather a contra-indication,
because of the possibility of a latent ulcer
which would be aggravated by diathermy.
Nervous gastralgia, dyspepsia, and
disturbances of motility are benefited.
Nagelschmidt distinguishes the cases of
exophthalmic goiter due to hyposecretion,
and which should be treated by diathermy,
from those due to increased secretion and
which should be treated by the x-ray. A
single test administration of iodid
aggravates a case calling for diathermy.
Diathermy in Gynecology.--The best
results are from a large indifferent external
electrode and an active vaginal electrode.
Suppurative processes are a
contra-indication, but outside of them the
current is of the greatest value in
adhesions, uterine displacements, old
exudates, and ovarian neuralgia. A strong
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application to the entire mucous membrane
of the uterus is advised in acute or chronic
gonorrheal end...
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